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. th _ other seven, suffered from nervous 
one fi' e and akness. They slept in two little beds 
T»vo li«> c boys, constitut ional w« wa , nut tre e. Here the birds nested, 
terrors at nigh - stood an ^ one su mmer s night, the younger 
facing a w ere lons ,. Hirhe d and anxious face. He said i n a 

mother bird?- “Yes," said 

- “ " dl ™- 

" as sin inin n g the matter. t0 me, was suddenly removed from 

""A 11 little girl of eleven dogs wh o were most dear to her. AH 
her country home, and f om ^ but n0 one, in the confusion thought 

the se dogs went to comfortably ^ whQ was almost one with the dogs ; 


these dogs went m — chiId> who was almost one w .u. u. e uogs ; 

of giving particulars toll who b it any one else at the time, 

so much so that a o\ ^ her puppies about. 

allowed this little gin • fftot he house of a relative, where there 

Well, the child wen • ^ wdl in t he week, but every Sunday 

were many othei regularly she said she felt ill, and went 

fed. Complain, of .his was sen, .„ her 
:iC - 1 could nowise understand it When .he little girl wen, back to 
,1 he, in London, she was simply told to ge, ready for church-and 
went without a word, but became quite white and ill directly the service 
commenced. Her mother took her home, and quietly questioned her. Alter 
a struggle the child said, crying bitterly, “Mother, I can’t forget my dogs. 
The minute the organ begins it brings it all back to me. I didn’t want to 
make you sorry, but I can’t forget the dear dogs ! ” 

The moment the mother understood, she wrote to friends who could get 
the latest information of the pets so mourned, and when satisfying informa- 
tion was imparted to Dolly, she gained health and spirits her over-sensitive 
heart had made her repress all feeling when parting with the dogs, lest she 

should grieve her mother — and for two months she told her trouble to 

no one. 

Let mothers guard the nervous and sensitive— not to foster these weak- 
nesses, but by good comradeship to overcome them. 

M. Douglas. 


not for invention or" ^ 1S - n ° l ^ ni ' e ’ n0t *° r battle, and ^ er i nte ^ ect ' S 
decision.”— Ruskin Creatl0n ’ ^ ut f° r sweet ordering, arrangement, 


Notes and Queries. 


Two of our favourite song-books were not mentioned in the article on 
Nursery Songs in the March number— “ Merrie Games in Rhyme from ye 
Olden Time, Hon. E. M. Plunket (Wells, Gardner & Co.), and Henry 
Leslie’s “Songs for Little Folks” (Cassell).— M. L. H. I). 


I should be very grateful for some hints how to teach a girl of ten to be 
quick over such things as dressing and undressing, preparing for a walk, & c . 
If I try to “ hurry her up ” it seems to make her slower. I know from 
conversation with other young mothers that my difficulty is a very common 
one, and we feel sure that your advice in the pages of the Parents' Review 
would be helpful to many'. My little girl is an only child, and . . 

she is constantly with me, and This 

dawdling over dressing, &c., is an almost daily difficulty, and yet she is not 
by any means of a heavy, lethargic nature. She is remarkably light and 
active in mind and body. Is it wise to offer little rewards for quickness? 
The natural punishment for not being ready for a walk would be to be left 
at home ; but, then, one grudges their missing the fresh air.— Mutter. 

I should be so very glad to know where to get any reliable 
information as to schools for boys. It has struck me that questions 
asked in the Review might very possibly be answered privately 
by' members who would be willing to write direct to t ose 
publish their questions— so many people do not mind vri mg a 
who would shrink from the unknown difficulties of appear ' » p ‘ 
I was wondering also whether some members joiikl no ^ P eed 

on their copies of the Review to those mot leis pei iaps n 
of help than any others, who, through 

even a monthly sixpence. Applications for sue 1 a , , c y. 

to help, might come better through you than any o le cove rs 

[We must answer this kindly and suggestivejetter at^once, a ^ ^ 
points raised by many conesponc en s. ^ excep ting through the 
recommend schools, classes, &c. . ’ But we hope that our 

medium of advertisements, would be mv.diou . « djrectory . T o this 

educational advertisements will, in tune, or ‘ ^ us recom niended by 

end we propose that advertisements which ^ sha u enable us to 

two subscribers, and accompanied by such shall be inserted 

„f ,1 1A .vnrk and. if necessary, to make 4 the Review 


judge of the work, and, if necessary , to ma ’ j as g e d in the Review 
a. a reduced ra.e. We .hink i. best .ha. and >|s0j that « may 

should be answered therein, for the bciu 
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, „r ,* °%r i-uiC;® 1 ' 

‘""".'on' »«' '*” b , should advise that th . - Revuv , shonl ’ 

SUggC espondent describe* tha ful ind ex and a cover for each vol unie 
"eZ'oScl ^7 h e jp i, make the Review, m tune, an educati onal 

(of six numbe^^” 

encydop* dia - ame or toy for wet weather which would 

Can any one suggest a " ' n t0 suppIy in a measure the loss of the 

combine exercise with am» fthe kjnd 1S wanted for a sol, tary child. 

out-of-doors walk? S< ’ Sfing horse, but they do yot quite meet the need. 
She has a swing and ,ock „ 

PR,MK0St ' ij to know if the Parents' Review will include 
Mrs. W. W. N. w°“ c]asseS) an d instruction generally for the 
recommendations 01 . • ’ their children to town annually for educational 

assistance of parents 8 of sjnging or solfeggio can be recoin- 

mended w/ on 'the ionic -sol-la system. [Answers should be in the form of 

advertisements.] 

No doubt a “Reforming Father” has done so already— but if not, he 

can't do better than read aloud some of Plutarch’s Lives (Langhorne’s 
Translations, Murray) Lysander, Alcibiades, Aristides, Agesilaus, Agis, 
Dion, Solon, Alexander the Great— for example. Like the Apocrypha, they 
are profitable for “example of life and instruction of manners.” They are 
delightful and most easy reading (when Plutarch does not turn aside to 
moralise),, and to know that great men lived and great deeds were done 
more than 2000 years ago is a wholesome correction to the “ We are the 
people temper of our times. The “ Lives ” must be read with necessary 
omissions— C. S. 

^ ill the Editor or any reader of the Parents' Review assist a mother to 
ma r e a wise selection of books for her little girPs reading ? The child is not 

to Chirlp 11 ,v CN0 | Urs an y k°°k S ^ e can her hands on, from Mrs. Burnet 
V. M. H mbSC ' leac ^ s kooks straight through, preface and all. — 

reaJ°it F ^er»— Why not try “ Sintram,” if you have not 

Pagination ; whilst it * f ii <l car ^ j°y f° r old and young ; a feast for the 

can read between the lines - ^°^ s P^ r ^ ua l a ^d ethical teaching for all who 

Garland 55 is ^ ninct * 

>°“ n f pe °P le a b°ut the b °° k on astr onomy, being talks with 

, * ,Sl ’ Ro Val Astronomer for 7 °! the heavens , b Y Sir Robert Stowell Balk 
thehTT tall<S Were given in Tkr^’ publlslle(l by Cassell & Co. These 
dshe?K 1 don t know wheth^ U-b ‘ think ' I don’t know the price ol 

i’h UtIshou,d bes rrvtl: 11 , 5 ^ kind of b °°k your corresponded 

" h ° has ^ already do„^° ^ et aa y one have the chance of reading 

intoSV^^ethetmK,’ ‘ 

3 ure and conditions of ?. they ° Ught to taR e towards an inquiO 
profession into which they advise 01 
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even, as too often happens, they force their sons to «... , 

believe that it will be helpful to parents and other* „„ therefore 

profession of architecture to know something in a nrart^'f ^ W ‘ th the 
present lines upon which a young architect is, for th e P mnT f ° rm ° f the 
but tumbled up. “That in view of the present position and^nr ^ 
architects’ assistants, this meeting is of opinion that the existing P ° f 
articled architectural pupilage should be abolished, and a revised^ ° f 
of education be substituted,” is the conclusion recorded in “ Notes’’' of T 
Architectural Association, January, 1890. Let us suppose the choice of 
architecture as a profession settled, wisely or unwisely— then here is wh 
follows in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred. Articles are drawn un 
which fully enough explain and determine the duties of the master to the 
pupil, and of the pupil to the master, the premium to be paid by the parents 
in consideration of the instruction to be given, and the advantages to be 
afforded to their boy in the office of the master, and so forth. The 
unwitting parents and the hopeful boy feel that nothing could be fairer 
between man and man, and that if the boy does not get on under such 
circumstances, why, it will be his own fault, and the more fool he, with such 
advantages showered upon him. But, as a matter of fact, in all but a very 
few exceptional cases, the boy is left to pick up information where ancl when 
he can. Well, the term of pupilage, which frequently lasts five years- 
commonly three or four in London, four in the English provinces, and almost 
invariably five in Scotland —at length comes to an end ; the articles are signed 
and handed over to the pupil ; no questions are asked by the parents, who, 
taking upon trust the fulfilment of the terms of the articles, have fancied all 
going on, in due course, as it should go. Now the pupil has in general to 
I look out at once for some remunerative employment. If he be country bied, 
the chances are he sets out for London without hesitation, all on fire— 
I assuming genuine enthusiasm— with hope for the future. He finds, to his 
dismay, that the ranks of assistants in his profession are overcrowded to 
I a degree hitherto incredible to him. Still, after a few weeks 0 \en 
I unpleasant endeavour — “touting” expresses it he may be 01 tuna e 
enough to obtain employment in a good office at, say, fiom twenty to 
shillings per week-thirty-five at most-and he works on and studies 
I privately or at classes as he can find time. But he ee s ( is eat c ^ 
lie discovers that for months or even for years he ias to c 111 » 
say, two guineas per week ; then, a few years later ,he 
half guineas ; then, if he be really competen in ^ jn execut j on , he 

faculty of design and construction in him, an guineas 

reaches ihree, three and a-half, **••»_* /..rail, 

per week. There, however, upward advanc , « m iddle life. So 

Stops, and he enters upon a dead-level, st ” tc ^ be lieving himself fairly 
much for the architect as an assistant. ’ turn a principal, now 

competent in his profession, aspires to become in ^ th j s . For it is 

in truth he appreciates the extreme difficulty o ' un [ess a man, who 

^ fact, which outsiders cannot too well consid ’ ‘ sesses a little money 

attempts to start business on his own accoun , yealS) and likewise a 

capital by which independently to exist or soi matter however 

little interest in high places, it is a sad lookout for him , 



rrES^NP ^ ERIES - 

"' l4 _ TThowever clever and loving a worker h 

cogent £ 

jSSSSid,*^ joined to his ^ 
, o..by“ i ' , '’ r '“ e ” hi. profession, let .he parents determine t0 , 

“ *>' .f!l, way in «* fo . r h ' .«“••»* ch, oti 

wramnensate m e\ei) * determine to help him to fit h,w C 


inclination, a o„j - in men power for the existing chi,"' 

to, -r a “ i e ”,„3 education, determme to help hnn to f, him 
condition of f c '* circ „ ms mce allow, ng, a worthy member of his 
fo, becoming t“"' aM notsit do , v „ comfortably open the al].p romisi 
' profession. Let p anC y a ]] must be going well. Of the nobility 0 f 

terms of the article* jn itse , f j cou ld say much ; but the purpose of 
the architectural pro g and gua rdians to see the pressing necessity 

tIlis paper is to > ascertain the peculiar nature of this profession 

a _ i _ 


f e 
and 


u r i 9V hooks must depend on the taste and age of the audience. I 
Dickens Walter Scott, Kingsley, all been exhausted ? Try “ Schools and 
Schoolmasters,” Hugh Miller; “Silas Warner,’’ “New Wines,” “Little 
Women,” &c., but nothing beats DICKENS. The success of a book often 
after it is begun is marred by not following two rules read steadily not / ess 


Blue serge year after year ! Surely children are led very much by their 
clothes in their views of beauty and colour. Art is not denied to the 
economical. The world is full of colour, and children should be its bright 
flowers. However, to be practical. All kinds of homespuns, all-wool 
beige, with bright sashes, Ruskin cloth, made by hand in the Isle of Man 
(Miss Franks, 23, Mortimer Street), are of endless wear for winter. Fisher 
jerseys, with red turkey twill shirts, are most comfortable, as well as 
beautiful. Avoid cotton, and dress only in wool. — MOTHER OF SEVEN 


I have s,, ;; ; T mStractecl mother the following time table whit 

"” ich ° f « 
one nurse. Breakfa - ' ' SItua ted, we also having four children ar 

the garden, if fj ne ' ? ’ * ra yers, 8. After that the children go in 

and arrange the daVs^ak 1 'L nUrSery ’ While 1 g ° int0 tllC kitCh< 

down to have lessons , a , At nine °’ clock the two older ones con 
bab y sleeps, and nurse t!!r - , teacl \ tiu eleven. During this time tl 

their lunch, dress and ^ night nursei T- At eleven they hat 

'' r ' te ’. or Paint. At one oyi° U ! f° r . two hours. I then practise, < 
feel l ' tn g0 t0 tbe nurserv °v"i d ' ne w ' tb the three eldest childre 

from 'her ?° n8ly that a nurse’! gCtS her dinner downstairs ' 
"hen I Charges ‘ She general nmeS need this rest > and abSCn< 
eider chiiH eSS and S° out, often tn C ° meS Up again about half-past tw 
half-past fi^I^ntry walks. but more often with the tw 

chi,d 1 give V eSm t0 undr ess the K l fivewe have the nursery tea, and 1 

ni V husband ^ l ^ e ‘ l Su PPer nnH a ^' nurse finishes bathing eac 

dretUrns - a n d Um"^L e L each oneintob^ At seven o’cloc 
1 bert y to be with him. I often sew aft' 
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the children’s dinner, and also in the evenings. Since I wmUt • , 

I have never felt hurried or overdone, and I trust that m, Wth system 
be of some little service to mater.— Time Table. ' V xpenence may 

For some years past many thoughtful and able persons have been 
engaged in plans and schemes which should directly benefit the laree hr A 
of reduced gentlewomen. The day has gone by when it could be regarded 
as a disgrace for gentlemen’s daughters to use their heads and hands for 
the purpose of rendering themselves independent of the slender means 
of their parents, and the increased poverty of the upper middle class 
renders the necessity for girls to work quite as great as it is for their 
brothers to do so. Then came the consideration— “ What is there open 
to an educated girl, aged from nineteen to twenty-one?” All could not 
(mercifully, we may add) be professional artists, authors, or musicians. 
They had not the gift of genius ; but many had a safer gift, that of 
thoughtful common - sense, and bright helpfulness. To be a hospital 
nurse was a most natural and noble ambition, but only time and 
experience could show how few of those who began it enthusiastically 
were fitted for this work. The training is long and arduous, the profession 
overcrowded — the difficulty of earning a steady livelihood as patent as in 
all other undertakings. Few, I think, will disagree with me when I say 
that there is overwork, too severe a tax on mind and body for gently-nurtured 
girls. Undoubtedly the bodily labour could be better borne by women 
whose inherited lot has been to work with the hands— the brain being the 
less active agent. “ But it is the need of intelligent, thoughtful minds that 
is felt in nursing the sick,” we are told— and it is true ; but it must be 
remembered that the double stress should be of much shorter duration 
than the usual hours. A labourer can work with his body from six 
a.m. to six p.m., never being required to make great mental efforts 
during that time. An author can write for hours-and his 
is only mental ; he can then refresh himself by a brisk a , 
relax the tension in some other reasonable manner For the hosp. M 

nurse it is different. Bright, clever nurses are 

co-operation invited by the doctor in tie mos c 1 <- ^ n jght ; 

hospital. They walk long wards during the watch [ bour _ n find 
they stoop over beds, lift patients ; and their hours of do l ^ 

and body— are very long. I knew a ^ Se-one 

children, and often went to the ward . • a jj t j ie a id she 

little servant under her to scrub and carrj >up ’ w i t h very painful 

had. There were seventeen poor htt e c 1 . te( j • j attended with 

diseases, and from eight a.m. to eight p.m. ns ^ broken down 

unwearying patience. A month after I ast saw seems to me that the 

completely, and I do not know if she r * cove ^ ; 0US) enthus iastlc girl : 

system rather encourages early martyr om £ prolonged instead o 

and i, would bo well if *. lives of such could b. ^ Then 

shortened, as the world can ill spare t ies ’ rta i n mo thers persua e 

another branch of industry suggeste \tse • ] a dies to attend to t jeu 

themselves that it would be most desirable _ ^ thejr early years thus 
children and nurseries — that refined in uei 
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i j receive endless benefit. There is no doubt ti 

secured, the children would ^ ^ beauti ful of a woman’s duties 

he care of children's^ ^ happi ,y earn her hvehhood i n this’ll 

that a lady " ho ^ ' jn some instances is working well ; but, a jj 
I, promised well, and ^ e P s0 soon destroy the real beauty of the scheme 
whv did the spirit of av< ignorant nurse girl does not work win/ 

« - 'Vr d V- We C”"‘ 

" ageS ’ n n r ‘e demands and gets from £18 to & S a year. What has 
responsible nurse d towards the educated gentlewoman ? Advp 

been the cruel c - “ A g 0od home is offered to a v 

(“T D L»n™"hoTiIl undertake the entire charge of four clli y™« 

aia v” In iMta "f s “ Chur ,S h P^g's ” are added 

a, an Ltarn* Where a salary » offered ,t aeldorr, «ache s 
/i8 — and this requires that the lady should give all her mental as 


net tnis ^ t cental as 

well as physical powers to her employer. She is required to teach 
English, French, and music ; cut out and make the clothes, and 
attend to the care of the children’s bodies. This gentlewoman i s a 
sort of compendium machine— the nurse, the governess, the dress- 
maker, all harmoniously wrapped in one human parcel, and labelled 
“a lady by birth!” The offer of a home is one which may be a great 
inducement to a poor lady ; but I would remind her, and those ladies who 
shower their niggardly advertisements upon us, that an ordinary nurse 
demands a good home in addition to her wages, and gets it. So do the 
housemaids, the cooks, and the footmen— even lazy little “buttons ” gets it ' 
Will some higher-minded members of our class offer employment to ladies 
on terms a. least as good as those their servants receive? It looks ill fo 

5? 2“ss s z’' T e ;r 1, ; b r, daugh,ers ^ b ' 

xt “ do - - ih “ *« 
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En hoexkens ende boexkens ” 

“ In a neat little nook and in a little book. 1 ’— 

Thomas Kemp is. 


Couronne. 


This book, which has reached a fifteenth edition, is a collection of 
stories sent from time to time to a children’s magazine. “ I have more than 
one little friend,” says the author, “to whom much that is in this book will 
come home, though I may have never spoken to them about it all. If 
when they lead, they find that I am very clever in having known so much 
about them, and if they profit by my advice in print more than they would 
ever have profited by any spoken word, it is enough for me.” And the 
author has done his best to let his ‘ moral ’ run through his stories, unob- 
trusively, yet always present ; there is, as he says, no “starch” in the book. 
The stories are all short, and many are gems. There is nothing (outside 
Andersen) prettier than “ The Four Crickets,” “The Adventures of the Doll 
and the leaden Soldier,” “The Blacksmith’s Grave,” “ The Ship of Dreams,” 
“ The Joys of Men,” “The Spinning Woman carved in Stone”; while among 
the lighter papers we find a thoughtful array on “children’s books,” which ends 
with these singular words, “ I suppose one does not want to count one s 
intimate friends by the thousand. If in the world’s crowd we can meet 
some few worthy of being treated as brothers, life-long friends, let us thank 
God and man for them. Even so, a good book is an intimate friend. Each 
of us has a hundred such ; let us not complain.” 

We should like to quote “The Joys of Men” and “The Blacksmiths 
Grave,” but we prefer to let readers guess or read for themselves the stoi> 
connected with this epitaph. 


Celui qui est couchd ici 
Petrus Blum le Forgeron 
A travailld tant qu’il a 6t6 debout. 
II a laiss^, 
comme heritage, 
h ses fils leur vieille m£re 


h soigner et son exemple a suivre. 

La m£re est tranquille 
Car l’exemple du pere, ses fils le suivront. 




